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NBCH Selects Four Coalitions for Adult Immunization Seed Grants
Program provides coalitions with resources to increase community focus on adult immunizations in the workplace to ultimately improve the health and productivity of employees
WASHINGTON – January 3, 2012 – The National Business Coalition on Health (NBCH) announced that four member coalitions have been selected to receive $120,000 in funding for a new Adult Immunization Seed Grant Program. The seed grants will provide coalitions with the resources to drive community-focused adult immunization programs within the workplace. Knoxville, Tn.-based HealthCare 21 Business Coalition, the MidAtlantic Business Group on Health in the Baltimore/Washington region, the Reno-based Nevada Health Care Coalition and the Virginia Business Coalition on Health based in Virginia Beach, are the coalitions selected after a competitive application process and independent review with immunization experts.

“Adult immunizations have been shown to be cost-effective in reducing the incidence and impact of vaccine-preventable diseases, yet the majority of adult Americans are not up-to-date with Centers for Disease Control recommendations,” said Andrew Webber, NBCH president and CEO. “Employers can play an important role in educating employees and advancing their awareness of adult immunizations.”

The NBCH Adult Immunization Seed Grant Program is supported in partnership with GlaxoSmithKline. The selected coalitions plan to implement the following programs:

HealthCare 21 Business Coalition (HC21)
As under-utilization of preventive services is especially pronounced in rural populations, HC21 in partnership with Lincoln Memorial University (LMU) plans to develop, implement and evaluate a multi-stakeholder campaign designed to increase adult immunization rates in Eastern Tennessee, including Appalachia. The HC21-LMU Center for Health Care Effectiveness is committed to developing and testing best practices for preventive care and population health improvement. The project will both educate employers on the importance of adult immunizations in maintaining and improving workforce health and productivity as well as provide community-based primary care providers with education, tools, and resources to promote adult immunization at the time of adult patient visits.

MidAtlantic Business Group on Health (MABGH)
American University's School of Education, Teaching and Health is collaborating with MABGH and two large corporations in Maryland, Erickson Living and McCormick and Company, to improve the rates of adults vaccinated with adult Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis vaccine (Tdap) to prevent infant pertussis. This initiative focuses on developing and testing a strategy to foster an increase in the number of employees at these worksites who are aware of the need for this vaccine and who obtain the vaccine.

Nevada Health Care Coalition
The Nevada Health Care Coalitions will focus on reducing the burden of illness that an under-immunized adult working population poses to their employers, co-workers, customers, family members and the community as a whole; and show an increase in immunizations, education and awareness among the employees of its 18 employer members who represent most of the major public and private employers in the Reno/Sparks/Carson City area now comprising over 35,000 lives.

Virginia Business Coalition on Health (VBCH)
VBCH will launch a three component adult immunization initiative, focused on educating child care providers, employers, parents and grandparents who are exposed to infants and young children on the importance of immunizations. The main emphasis of this initiative will be educating adults about Tdap vaccinations; however, other immunizations will be promoted as interventions against vaccine-preventable diseases.

About the National Business Coalition on Health
NBCH is a national, non-profit, membership organization of purchaser-led business and health coalitions, representing over 7,000 employers and 25 million employees and their dependents across the United States. NBCH and its members are dedicated to value-based purchasing of health care services through the collective action of public and private purchasers. For additional information visit: www.nbch.org.
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