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Week of June 7, 2010



NBCH Health Care Reform Update


President Obama signed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) into law on March 23.  NBCH will carefully watch as the regulatory process unfolds to let our membership know of opportunities for public comment.  This is a good way for us to try to have some degree of direct impact on the final outcome of the reform legislation.  We also have established a Health Reform Resources webpage (http://www.nbch.org/Health-Care-Reform-Resources) where we are maintaining material and links to many different reform-related resources which that we have developed internally or have been developed by other stakeholder groups with which NBCH is aligned.  



Recent Health Care Policy Developments & Activities
NBCH Endorses Dr. Berwick’s CMS Nomination; Supports Letter to  Congress on Primary Care Physician Payment Formula Model Reform

This week, NBCH endorsed support letters to the U.S. Senate generated by both the Disclosure Project and the Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative (PCPCC) in  support of Dr. Berwick’s career and work at the Institute for Healthcare Improvement illustrates the drive to provide patient-centered care, patient safety, quality improvement, and care coordination in health care.  As you know, he is well respected in the health care community and known for his desire to bring constructive change to health care delivery.  NBCH shares these objectives and believes Dr. Berwick would be an able Administrator and partner for change.  These support letters will soon be posted to NBCH’s public policy website. 
Also this week, NBCH co-signed a PCPCC letter to Congress requesting that the payment formula in any legislative provisions addressing the sustainable growth rate for physicians under Medicare use a model that appropriately differentiates the conversion factor for primary care and preventive health services from the conversion factor for all other medical services.  PCPCC members want Congress to take into account the expected growth and increased importance of primary care as the nation moves forwards towards an improved health care delivery system.  This letter will soon be posted at NBCH’s public policy website.
NBCH Supports House Energy & Commerce Health Subcommittee Work on Health Care Information Disclosure:   Regulatory activity on health care reform implementation has been slow over the past week; however, we wanted to report out about an interesting development in the House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Health relating to health care cost and outcomes transparency.  On May 6th, the Health Subcommittee conducted a somewhat unexpected hearing on improving health care cost transparency for billed charges and out of pocket costs requiring hospitals, doctors, nurses, pharmacies and insurers, as well as plan sponsors to openly disclose prices for public access. There also are requirements that any entity providing an insurance plan has to make data from NQF endorsed quality measures available to consumers. AHRQ is charged with figuring out how best to make all this information available and understandable to consumers.   The legislation focused on during the hearing were H.R. 4700, the Transparency in All Health Care Pricing Act of 2010; H.R. 2249, the Health Care Price Transparency Promotion Act of 2009; and H.R. 4803, the Patients' Right to Know Act.

This action by the Health Subcommittee is a practical next step post-health care reform legislation and from NBCH’s perspective goes along with our value based purchasing policy agenda.   The following link is the support letter we faxed to the Subcommittee Chair and Ranking Member encouraging their continued diligence through the committee process:  http://www.nbch.org/Where-We-Stand
Please feel free to use our letter to the Subcommittee Leadership to develop your own customized coalition letter to the Subcommittee as well.  It would be great to see full Committee action this year, and obviously followed by final passage on the House floor.   Linked here is a list of all the Health Subcommittee members: http://energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=165&Itemid=67
It would be helpful and most effective if you could send a letter to any members who represent your state delegation.  Contact, preferably fax, information is at the following weblink:  http://www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW_by_State.shtml

Alternatively, sending a faxed letter directly to the House Energy & Commerce Committee would be helpful too.  The Committee fax is:  202-225-2525
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