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Week of May 24, 2010



NBCH Health Care Reform Update


President Obama signed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) into law on March 23. On March 25, the U.S. Senate approved the Health Care and Education Affordability Reconciliation Act (H.R. 4872), a package of modifications to PPACA.  During Senate debate of the measure, Republicans offered a number of substantive amendments to the bill, but all of them were defeated along party lines. Ultimately, the Senate passed a slightly modified version of the reconciliation bill (H.R. 4872) from the House of Representatives-passed version of March 21, so the House had to vote to pass the measure once again. President Obama signed H.R. 4872 into law on Tuesday, March 30.  This action finalized the new health care reform law, bringing to a close more than a year of legislative debate.
 In the months ahead, NBCH will carefully watch as the regulatory process unfolds to let our membership know of opportunities for public comment.  This is a good way for us to try to have some degree of direct impact on the final outcome of the reform legislation.  We also have established a Health Reform Resources webpage (http://www.nbch.org/Health-Care-Reform-Resources) where we are maintaining material and links to many different reform-related resources which that we have developed internally or have been developed by other stakeholder groups with which NBCH is aligned.  



Recent Health Care Reform Legislative Developments

NBCH Supports House Energy & Commerce Health Subcommittee Work on Health Care Information Disclosure:   Regulatory activity on health care reform implementation has been slow over the past week; however, we wanted to report out about an interesting development in the House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Health relating to health care cost and outcomes transparency.  On May 6th, the Health Subcommittee conducted a somewhat unexpected hearing on improving health care cost transparency for billed charges and out of pocket costs requiring hospitals, doctors, nurses, pharmacies and insurers, as well as plan sponsors to openly disclose prices for public access. There also are requirements that any entity providing an insurance plan has to make data from NQF endorsed quality measures available to consumers. AHRQ is charged with figuring out how best to make all this information available and understandable to consumers.   The legislation focused on during the hearing were H.R. 4700, the Transparency in All Health Care Pricing Act of 2010; H.R. 2249, the Health Care Price Transparency Promotion Act of 2009; and H.R. 4803, the Patients' Right to Know Act.


This action by the Health Subcommittee is practical next step post-health care reform legislation and from NBCH’s perspective goes along with our value based purchasing policy agenda.   Attached is a support letter we faxed to the Subcommittee Chair and Ranking Member encouraging their continued diligence through the committee process.   

Please feel free to use our letter to the Subcommittee Leadership to develop your own customized coalition letter to the Subcommittee as well.  It would be great to see full Committee action this year, and obviously followed by final passage on the House floor.   Below is a list of all the Health Subcommittee members.  It would be helpful and most effective if you could send a letter to any members who represent your state delegation.  Contact, preferably fax, information is at the following weblink:  http://www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW_by_State.shtml

Alternatively, sending a faxed letter directly to the House Energy & Commerce Committee would be helpful too.  The Committee fax is:  202-225-2525



	Subcommittee on Health 


	Frank Pallone, Jr., New Jersey, Chairman 
John D. Dingell, MI

John Shimkus, IL, Ranking Member1
Bart Gordon, TN

Ralph M. Hall, TX

Anna G. Eshoo, CA

Ed Whitfield, KY

Eliot L. Engel, NY

John B. Shadegg, AZ

Gene Green, TX

Roy Blunt, MO

Diana DeGette, CO

Steve Buyer, IN

Lois Capps, CA, Vice Chair

Joseph R. Pitts, PA

Jan Schakowsky, IL

Mike Rogers, MI

Tammy Baldwin, WI

Sue Wilkins Myrick, NC

Mike Ross, AR

John Sullivan, OK2
Anthony D. Weiner, NY

Tim Murphy, PA

Jim Matheson, UT

Michael C. Burgess, TX

Jane Harman, CA

Marsha Blackburn, TN

Charles A. Gonzalez, TX

Phil Gingrey, GA

John Barrow, GA

Joe Barton, TX (ex officio)

Donna M. Christensen, VI

Kathy Castor, FL

John P. Sarbanes, MD

Christopher S. Murphy, CT

Zachary T. Space, OH

Betty Sutton, OH

Bruce L. Braley, IA

Henry A. Waxman, CA (ex officio)



1Rep. John Shimkus (R-IL) became the Ranking Republican Member of the Subcommittee on Health on April 15, 2010, filling the vacancy created by the resignation of Rep. Nathan Deal (R-GA), who resigned from the House of Representatives on March 21, 2010. Until his resignation, Mr. Deal was the Ranking Republican Member on the Subcommittee on Health in the 111th Congress.

2Rep. John Sullivan (R-OK) became a member of the Subcommittee on Health on April 15, 2010. His appointment filled the vacancy created by the resignation of Rep. Deal of Georgia from the House of Representatives.
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