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     May 26, 2010
The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
Chairman, Health Subcommittee

Committee on Energy and Commerce

2125 Rayburn House Office Building

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable John Shimkus
Ranking Member, Health Subcommittee

Committee on Energy and Commerce

2125 Rayburn House Office Building

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515

 

Dear Committee Leaders: 
On behalf of the National Business Coalition on Health (NBCH) and our nearly 60 employer-based coalition members, we want to thank you for your leadership and commitment to advancing transparency and clarity in health care pricing and performance measurement information.  The May 6, 2010 hearing in the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health on H.R. 4700, the Transparency in All Health Care Pricing Act of 2010; H.R. 2249, the Health Care Price Transparency Promotion Act of 2009; and H.R. 4803, the Patients' Right to Know Act.
NBCH’s membership, a national network of state and local health coalitions, represents 7,000 public and private employers who voluntarily provide health insurance to 25 million Americans.  The cornerstone of our health care policy platform is to ensure our nation has a sustainable, accessible, and affordable high quality health care delivery system. Public access to health care pricing and provider performance outcomes data is a meaningful and positive step in the right direction. The more knowledgeable and accountable providers and consumers, the more stable and predictable our health care system will be.  
NBCH and its member employer coalitions have a long history of value-based purchasing of

health care and working as an organization, namely though the eValue8 health plan performance evaluation instrument, to encourage member coalitions, employers and providers to collaborate at the local, regional, and national level to improvement in the quality, safety, and efficiency of health care.  A transparent health care system in which the price and outcomes of standardized measures is available to the public is essential to our national, as well as our local coalition efforts to improve the quality and value of health care.  
In fact, NBCH believes that standardized performance measurement is absolutely essential to value-based purchasing, and the key to the success of a performance-based health care provider payment system is standardized national measures. Consistency and reliability are vital to the success of performance-based health care, and more broadly, to health care reform. These measures should be used as a platform for all private and public sector performance programs, with preference given to measures endorsed by independent, national, consensus-building entities. 

Furthermore, transparency and public reporting of health care information is essential to long-term health care reform and value-based purchasing. NBCH supports continued progress in the collection and distribution of health care data, including quality, cost and price information, lead by efforts through the Department of Health and Human Services, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). There still is an overwhelming need for a national framework for reporting data.  We hope the federal government will continue its efforts in this area. 

NBCH looks forward to working with and supporting the Energy and Commerce Committee’s work in advancing transparency and clarity in health care pricing and performance measurement information.  Again, NBCH is very appreciative of the Subcommittee’s leadership and strong support of this effort and we hope that related legislation progresses through the Committee process in a timely manner this year.
Sincerely,
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Andrew Webber

President and CEO
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