Health Care Reform Update:
President Obama’s "sidecar" health legislation, a package of modifications and additions to the current Senate-passed bill, is now in the hands of the U.S. House of Representatives Rules Committee, which will determine the House's next procedural move. To continue to intensely engage in the process, the President announced this past weekend that he will delay his scheduled departure for a trip to Indonesia and Australia from March 18 to March 21.

In terms of his “sidecar” changes to the Senate-passed health bill (HR 3590), it will do away with controversial provisions such as the “Cornhusker kickback,” which would have given only Nebraska financial relief on Medicaid costs, speed up the closing of a gap in Medicare’s prescription drug benefit “donut hole”, and limit the so-called tax on “Cadillac” health care plans.

The House intends to vote on health reform legislation later this week, but action could fall to the week of March 22 if Democratic leaders are not certain that the bill would be approved. Meanwhile, the Senate is preparing a large number of amendments to whatever measure may be brought up for a vote in that chamber.
In addition, the Democrat leadership is waiting for final cost estimates from the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and more advice from the Senate parliamentarian before unveiling a final package and deciding the exact process for passing it.  Though it is assumed that the process will involve a two-step procedure, in which House Democrats want to approve the Senate's version of the bill and make changes sought by President Obama and House Democrats through a separate measure passed under budget reconciliation rules. Those rules require only a simple majority (50) in the 100-member Senate, bypassing the need for 60 votes to overcome Republican procedural hurdles .It still is unclear whether the House would take a direct vote on the Senate-passed bill or include it in a separate vote on the reconciliation package. The House Rules Committee is slated to meet on Thursday to determine the process.

In terms of where the vote stands in the House, according to the latest Whip count, the House does not yet have the required 216 yeas to pass the bill. If every member votes and all GOP members vote no, the maximum number of Democratic defections to pass a bill is 37, which would result in a 216-215 tally.  The following is a link to The Hill, a daily political publication, which is maintaining a fairly accurate Whip count:  
http://thehill.com/homenews/house/85693-whip-watch-the-hills-survey-of-house-dems-positions-on-healthcare-
NBCH has prepared a fact sheet comparing the House, Senate and the Obama proposal on many of the issues important to self-insured employers.  We hope this is a helpful resource for your employer coalition members.  Go to the following link to access the fact sheet:  

http://www.nbch.org/Where-We-Stand
NBCH staff will continue to provide updates on the reform process as information is available.  In the meantime please feel free to contact Kelli Moler Pedas with questions at kmoler@nbch.org.

